The Kettering Sister Cities’
2023 Youth Exchange

Steyr, Austria June 24 - July 14, 2023

Interested in…
Traveling abroad? Learning about other cultures? Making new friends?
Join us on the next Youth Exchange with Steyr, Austria.
Visit our website or email for more information:
www.ketteringsistercities.com
joeyuppa@gmail.com

Summer 2023

Tentative 2023 Itinerary (Munich, Innsbruck, and Steyr)
Day One, Saturday 6/24 Fly from Dayton or Cincinnati, Ohio to Munich, Germany’s third
largest city.

Day Two, Sunday 6/25
Arrival in Munich, north of the Bavarian Alps. Drop off luggage at the hotel and check in when
available. Orient ourselves to Munich with a bike tour and pedal the car-free paths along the
Residenz Courtyards, Marienplatz, English Garden, Hofgarten and Max-Joseph-Platz. After
biking, take an afternoon excursion to the BMW Museum and Olympic Park and tower. Dinner at
the Hofbräuhaus. Nighty night!

Day Three, Monday 6/26
Check out Munich’s historic Old Town by taking a walking tour. Explore sights like Karlsplatz,
Marienplatz (See the Glockenspiel.), Viktualienmarkt, Hofbräuhaus, die Frauenkirche, St.
Michael’s Church, and St. Peter’s Church. Shop in the pedestrian zone during free time.
Afternoon trip to Nymphenburg Palace. End the day with a dinner together at the Ratskeller
Munchen. Evening activity. Perhaps attend an informal, classical music concert or watch a
soccer game at Olympic Park.

Day Four, Tuesday 6/27 Full day on a bus to visit Neuschwanstein, Hohenschwangau and
Linderhof Castles. Return to Munich for dinner and a good night’s sleep!

Day Five, Wednesday 6/28 Auf Wiedersehen, München! Travel to Innsbruck by train.
On the way, enjoy the very scenic Inn river valley with many castles and ruins to see. We will
take the Hungerburgbahn (a funicular) to ascend the Nordkette mountain. Later, stroll around
the Old Town and see the world-famous Golden Roof. Visit the Tyrolean Folk Art Museum.
Shopping.

Day Six, Thursday 6/29 Depart Innsbruck and travel by train to Steyr. Meet our
Austrian hosts and families.

Day Seven, Friday 6/30 Get to know your host family by spending the day with them.
Day Eight, Saturday 7/1 Steyr celebration with the mayor.
Day Nine, Sunday 7/2 Spend the day with Austrian families.

Day Ten, Monday 7/3 While Austrian students are at school, the Kettering group leaves
Steyr by bus in the morning for an overnight stay in Cesky Krumlov in the Czech Republic.
Explore the town, tour the castle on the hill, and possibly enjoy an afternoon boat ride.

Day Eleven, Tuesday 7/4 Kettering group returns to Steyr by mid afternoon and is
reunited with Austrian host families.
During our stay in Steyr, our Austrian hosts will organize a variety of activities and excursions
for us. The Sister Cities Association will organize for us during our stay:
-

A tour of Steyr (on foot/segway), a visit to the city hall to meet with the Mayor

-

A welcome reception to Steyr

-

A day trip to Salzburg

-

A farewell dinner with all the participants in the 2023 exchange

Other possible activities include:
-

A visit to the Mauthausen Memorial

-

A day trip to Hallstatt

-

A day trip to Vienna

American students will attend school with their Austrian counterparts. However, American
students will not be expected to complete academic work while attending the host’s school.
American students will prepare a presentation in English to be presented at the Farewell
Dinner.

Day Twenty, Thursday 7/13 Depart Steyr by train to the airport in either Munich,
Vienna, or Salzburg. Overnight stay.

Day Twenty-one, Friday 7/14 Transfer to the airport and return to the United States.
Approximate cost is $2000 plus airfare. This price includes transportation costs while in
Europe with the group, hotel accommodations, dinner every evening, and entrance fees for
planned activities.
Mr. Yuppa teaches German and Spanish for Centerville City Schools. Mr. Yuppa studied in
Austria as a college student and has led numerous educational tours with students to Europe in
his 30+ years of teaching experience. Mr. Yuppa and his wife are Kettering Sister Cities
members and reside in Miamisburg, Ohio.

Steyr Youth Exchange Host Itinerary in 2024
Steyr group travel
● The Austrian exchange students and chaperones will do some traveling in the United
States (perhaps to NYC and/or Washington, D.C.) before coming to Kettering.
Arrival of Steyr guests
● Dayton Airport – Host families will meet at the airport to welcome our guests. Tickets to
the official events will be distributed to host parents at the airport. WILLKOMMEN!
Afternoon bike tour of Dayton (*Austrians only*)
● Austrian students need to be dropped off at Riverscape in the afternoon. They should
have a snack and water bottle with them. We will be going directly to the Dragons game
after the bike tour. During the bike tour, the students will have the opportunity to go
shopping and grab something to eat or drink on Brown St at UD and/or in the Oregon
District. They will bike to Deeds Point, then through downtown, Sinclair, UD, Woodland
Cemetery, and the Historic Oregon District.
Evening Dragons Baseball Game
● The group will meet up with host families at the Dragons stadium directly after the bike
tour. Two lawn tickets are provided by the Kettering Sister Cities Association (for the
Austrian student and their host sibling). Families are invited to attend; purchase
additional tickets for your family/friends on the lawn. The game begins at 7pm.
Tour of Kettering Police station
Official welcome at the City Council meeting
Sister Cities Dinner
● Polen Farm potluck dinner; all Kettering Sister Cities members will receive an invitation in
the mail. The student guests will make a presentation.
Austrian guests depart
● Departure is midday from the Dayton airport.

**Austrian guests and their host siblings will receive a Kings Island and a Kettering Rec
waterpark pass to be used at their convenience. The Kettering Sister Cities Association
provides these, along with the Dragons tickets and bike rentals for the tour.

Steyr, Austria Youth Exchange
For over 50 years, Kettering, OH has participated in a youth exchange with our Sister City, Steyr, Austria. One year, the Kettering area
high school students visit students in Steyr, Austria. These students need to be between the ages of 15-19 and they will spend two
weeks living with their host families. Kettering area students will then host the students from Steyr when they visit the U.S.
If you are interested in traveling to Steyr, Austria and/or hosting an Austrian student with the Kettering Sister Cities, fill out the
application below.
Name:

______________________________________________________________________

Application Submitted:

_______/________/___________

Name of High School:

____________________________________________________________________

Current age: ___________

Birth Date: ___________/____________/___________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number (student):

____________________________________________

E-mail (student):

____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number (parent):

____________________________________________

E-mail (parent):

____________________________________________________________________

Members of Household:

Mother: ________________________________ Father: _______________________________

Year in HS: Freshman

Sophomore Junior Senior

Stepmother: _______________________________________Stepfather: ____________________________________________
Siblings and their ages: __________________________________________________________________________________
Your hobbies:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have any pets? Explain.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Foreign Language studied in school? Any other languages?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Special Considerations (food restrictions/allergies/etc.):

For additional information, please contact: Mr. Joe Yuppa at (937)657-4992 or email: joeyuppa@gmail.com.

Steyr, Austria
Kettering Sister Cities Program – Promoting International Goodwill!
Be an Ambassador for Kettering through our Sister Cities Program! Help us show pride in our city, state, and nation
with our friends from Austria. Participate in our annual Youth Exchange!
The Kettering Sister Cities Program is our community’s way of promoting citizen diplomacy. Established by city
ordinance, we have sponsored city-to-city exchanges of good will with our sister cities Steyr, Austria, since 1970, and
Kettering, England, since 1978!
Kettering is a member of “Sister Cities International” which creates relationships based on cultural, educational, information
and trade exchanges. These exchanges build lifelong friendships that help to provide prosperity and peace through
person-to-person “citizen diplomacy.” Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Reagan, Bush, Clinton, Bush, and Obama
have served as the Honorary Chairman of Sister Cities International. In the new millennium, Sister Cities International
continues to expand its reach to new and emerging regions of the world. Today, it dedicates a special focus on areas with
significant opportunities for cultural and educational exchanges, economic partnerships, and humanitarian assistance.
President Eisenhower announced the International Sister Cities program in 1957 as a way to build international goodwill and
cooperation at the local level in the aftermath of World War II. Eisenhower envisioned an organization that could be the hub
of peace and prosperity by creating bonds between people from different cities around the world. By becoming friends,
President Eisenhower reasoned that people of different cultures could celebrate and appreciate their differences, instead of
deriding them, fostering suspicion, and sowing new seeds for war. The first Sister City was St. Paul, Minnesota and
Nagasaki, Japan. Traditionally Mayors and city councils broker city-to-city relationships that often include the exchange of
gifts, correspondence and students. Sister City’s purpose is to help further international understanding at all levels of the
community on a continuing long-term basis through cultural, educational, professional and technical exchanges. The
Kettering Sister Cities Organization fully embraces this mission, and received the Sister Cities International award for “Best
Overall Program” in 2016.
Our mission: To Promote peace through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation – one individual, one
community at a time.
Follow us on Facebook: Kettering Sister Cities Website: www.ketteringsistercities.com
Kettering Sister Cities 2023 Youth Exchange Coordinator,
Mr. Joe Yuppa (937) 657-4992, joeyuppa@gmail.com

Support our program by celebrating with us at our annual
Spaß Nacht Festival at the Fraze Pavilion!

