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Message from the Chair
By Al Fullenkamp

What a great
year
for
Kettering Sister
Cities!
It all started
with a very
well-attended
Annual Meeting
in March at
Al Fullenkamp Mamma Disalvo’s
Restaurant, followed by a very enjoyable
evening at the Kettering Community Block
Party where we made many new connections
with local residents. We had another
successful Spass Nacht (see article on page
5) on June 20 and another great Pub Night
on October 10. In late June, nine students
and two chaperones traveled to Germany
and our Sister City Steyr, Austria, marking the
42nd annual youth exchange. At Kettering’s
Holiday at Home festival, we had our booth
to raise monies for the Sister Cities programs.
On November 29, we will have a Wine Tasting
Event to attract members.
Membership is key to maintaining a
successful organization, and this is why
we will be focusing on increasing our
membership, both individually and with
business memberships. You can find the
individual membership renewal form in this
newsletter and the business membership
on our website at ketteringsistercities.
com/membership. We will also start to get
local businesses involved beginning with
those business who might have existing
connections with Steyr and/or other parts
of Austria.
We currently have a great group of leaders,
but we need one board member to fill
out the Board. Board member obligations
are meeting the fourth Monday of the
month (excluding December) and helping
at different events throughout the year.
Board members are not limited to Kettering
residents but may be from the general area.
The key is having a keen desire on building
people-to-people relationships with our
Sister Cities and communities throughout
the world. If you find yourself interested
in this type of service, please contact me
at alfullen@aol.com. Thanks and have a
great 2019!

www.ketteringsistercities.com

Youth Exchange 2018
By Emily Zimmer

The summer of 2018 marked the 42nd annual
youth exchange between the Kettering Sister
Cities and Steyr, Austria. Nine students and
two chaperones traveled to Europe, leaving
the States on June 30 and traveling through
Munich, Germany and Reutte, Austria before
spending nine days with host families in Steyr.
Chaperone Joe Yuppa joined the exchange for
the first time, along with the 2014 and 2016
chaperone, Emily Zimmer. Mr. Yuppa came
to the Sister Cities with much experience
teaching and traveling with students, and was
a great asset to the program. Students from
Kettering, Oakwood, Chaminade Julienne and
Centerville participated in this year’s exchange.
Participants included: Andrew Barnes, Abby
Duwel, Ellie Duwel, Mark Feiner, Mary Kate
Fleischer Katie Lynch, Olivia Ralston, Aidan
Robillard and Grant Stumpf.

Youth Exchange 2018 Timeline
June 30 Flight to Munich
July 1 – 4 Munich, Germany
Munich activities included an afternoon in the Olympic
Village, BMW World, bike tour, dinner at the Augustiner
Biergarten, and a day trip to the Eibsee and gondola
ride to the top of the Zugspitze, Germany’s highest
mountain peak.
July 4 – 6 Reutte, Austria
Reutte activities included a hike to the Ehrenberg castle ruins,
trip across Highline 179, the longest Tibetan-style suspension
bridge in the world, and a day trip to Neuschwanstein Castle.
July 6 – 15 Steyr, Austria
July 6
Arrival of American Youth Group in Steyr
July 9
Reception with the Mayor
Guided walking city tour and Segway Tour
July 12
Day trip to Salzburg
July 13
Farewell Dinner at Heuriger Sepplhub
July 15 – 16 Český Krumlov, Czech Republic
American youth group departs Steyr to
sightsee in Český Krumlov
July 17
Flight Home

Andrew Barnes with his hosts, the Mikosch Family

Abby Duwel with her host family, the Mayrs

Ellie Duwel with the Hein Family, “My host family showed me
all around Upper Austria. Here we are in Hallstatt!”

(continued on page 2)

Youth Exchange 2018
(continued from page 1)

Kettering/Steyr Sister Cities
have Life-Defining Impact
By Joe Suttmann

In 1976, my parents were asked if they would
be interested in hosting a summer-exchange
student from Kettering’s new Sister City of Steyr,
Austria into our Kettering home. My folks were
happy and excited to open our door to this teen
from Steyr. When Sepp Hundsberger arrived,
the two of us hit it off immediately. Through
Sepp, I met the rest of his youth group from
Steyr, experiencing new outlooks, tastes, ideas,
and of course, all of those other fun things that
teenagers do to break down cultural differences.
That first youth exchange also brought to life my
desire to learn German, to travel, and to meet
new people and experience their cultures. I was
truly bitten by the bug!
During the year following that initial visit, I
became very involved with Kettering’s own Sister
Cities Youth Committee, working toward our own
reciprocal visit to Steyr the following summer.
I remember my very first Spass Nacht, which
was held in front
of the J.C. Penney
store at Town and
Country Shopping
Center. Through
it all, as the first
Chairperson of the
Youth Committee,
I worked handin-hand with
a man who
would become
instrumental in
my life—Mr. Al
L a u g h re y, o u r
prospective trip’s
chaperone.
Our trip finally arrived in July 1977, and it became
for me a life-changing event. My hosts in Steyr
were the Haslauer family, and it only took a few
days before we all agreed that we should simply
leave the “host” off of the term “host family”.
In February 1978, my father, Louis “Frosty”
Suttmann, tragically passed away. To help us
four kids deal with this unfortunate event, my
mom Terese soon suggested that we should
plan— and take—a month-long trip to Europe
in the summer that year. Looking forward to
that trip gave all of us a nice distraction from
our tremendous loss. In September 1978, my
chaperone from my first Steyr trip had tragedy
strike at home, as his wife succumbed to cancer.
Six months or so later, I reintroduced my own
widowed mom to Al Laughrey at a Fasching
Party in the Dayton Liederkranz-Turner Hall.
The meeting went well, they began to date, and
eventually my Sister City chaperone became my

stepfather. Yet another remarkable outcome of
this wonderful organization.
I married Mary Draugelis in July 1982, and soon
thereafter found out that we were expecting
our first child. Daughter Erika was born in March
1983. Since I was studying German, and had
become fairly proficient in the language since
my first visit to Steyr, I decided to speak only
German to Erika, giving her the chance to have
a bilingual upbringing. We continue to speak
only in German to this day.
In 1986, I was selected as a Fulbright Appointee
to be an English Teacher’s Assistant in Austria for
a year. Using as much pull as I could muster, I was
able to get assigned to the Handelsakademie
(commercial high school) in Steyr. Mary,
daughter Erika, and I packed up and moved to
Steyr from Kettering for a year. While we were
there, Erika attended Kindergarten in Steyr. The
greatest event of that year was the birth of our
son, Louis, at the
Steyr Hospital in
May 1987. It seems
that this is another
Sister City first—
Kettering natives
give birth to their
son in Steyr!
In 1989, after
graduating
from Wright
State University
with a Bachelor
of Science in
Joe Suttmann in Steyr, Austria Education degree,
I accepted a fulltime teaching position at Innsbruck International
High School, a private boarding school located
in the Alps just above Innsbruck. Our family of
four packed up again and moved back to Austria.
The four of us Suttmanns stayed in Innsbruck for
nearly two years, Louis attending Kindergarten,
and Erika 2nd and 3rd grades.
Many years later, back in Ohio, my daughter
Erika chose to spend her junior year of high
school as an exchange student in Steyr. She
did this at the very same school where I had
been a Fulbright Appointee back in 1986-87,
the Handelsakademie-Steyr. This year ended
up being pivotal in Erika’s life, encouraging her
love of travel and experiencing other cultures.
She eventually studied a semester at a university
in Vienna, then spent six months caring for AIDS
babies in Mozambique. The wanderlust that
infected her father had been passed on to her
generation. It also bit her brother.
(continued on page 3)
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Life-Defining Impact
(continued from page 2)

Louis graduated from the University of Dayton
in Spring 2009. During a discussion with him
about his immediate future plans (in German,
as we do!), he told me he would like to spend a
year or two in his birth country Austria. He asked
me to consider joining him. Louis and I moved
back to Austria in August 2009 where we worked
at the American International School-Salzburg.

Proposed Kettering, England
Biennial Youth Arts Exchange
By Alex Ignatiou

While working at the school in Salzburg, my
daughter Erika came to visit her brother and
me. During the trip, she met her future husband.
Within two years, Stevie and Erika would be
married and living in his native country of
England, where he is the Vice-Principal of a
boarding school. Together, they have two
beautiful daughters (with whom Erika speaks
German), making me a very proud “Opa”!
At the end of my fifth school year in Salzburg, I
moved back to Kettering to care for my mother.
Following her death, I returned to AIS-Salzburg
and I’ve been here ever since. My son Louis is the
Director of Resident Life in the school, and I live
close enough to England to allow for frequent
visits, one way or the other, with my daughter’s
lovely family. In the last year or so, I have become
quite settled in Salzburg, and am happily a part
of Austrian society.
Last summer I, along with a select few Kettering
natives, was presented by the Mayor of Steyr
with a unique award. Hand-fashioned from iron
(from the “iron city” of Steyr), the award is in the
form of the Steyr “Bummerl”, a lion-like figurine
that is emblematic of the city. Inscribed on it is:
“Presented to Joe Suttmann for over 40 years of
service to the Steyr/Kettering Sister City”. It went on
to name me as an honorary, lifetime member of
the Steyr Sister City Committee.
The Kettering/Steyr Sister Cities set into place
an incredible chain of events that has defined
much of my life—a family, life-long friendships,
a language, a son, a stepfather, a son-in-law, two
granddaughters, a love of travel that has been
passed on to my kids, a global perspective. There
is so much more to this story than space in this
newsletter will allow. I am forever grateful for
Kettering/Steyr Sister Cities.

Alex Ignatiou with the Kettering,UK Committee Members

On June 19, 2018,
Kettering Sister
Cities member Alex
Ignatiou met with six
representatives from
the Sister Cities Council
in Kettering, England,
to reinforce the Sister
Cities connection and
to introduce a pilot
program proposal
entitled Biennial Youth
Arts Exchange.

strengthening of cultural
relations between the two
sister cities.

Alex also met with Ms.
Emma Buckler, Cultural
and Heritage Ser vices
Manager Kettering
Borough Council, to secure
further support for the
programs. If approved,
the program will begin in
Kettering, Ohio, in June
2020 and will continue in
Alex Ignatiou and Emma Buckler
2021 in Kettering, England.
The Ar ts Exchange
Members of the Sister Cities Council in England
program objectives are: to encourage the
formation of lifelong friendships between expressed their enthusiasm noting that similar
the young participants, the exchange of programs led to positive, lifelong experiences.
artistic ideas in a small group setting, and the

Be a Host Family for the Steyr Youth
Visit to Kettering 2019!

Emily Zimmer at emilyczimmer@gmail.com
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Kettering Mayor & Council
Don Patterson, Mayor
Don.Patterson@ketteringoh.org .................299.5512

For more information, photos and upcoming events,
please visit:
www.ketteringsistercities.com

Bill Lautar, Vice Mayor, At Large
Bill.Lautar@ketteringoh.org ........................689.2205
Jacqueline Fisher, At Large
Jacque.Fisher@ketteringoh.org ................... 232.1637
Robert Scott, District 1
Rob.Scott@ketteringoh.org ........................776.2315
Joseph D. Wanamaker, District 2
Joe.Wanamaker@ketteringoh.org ...............296.1712
Tony Klepacz, District 3
Tony.Klepacz@ketteringoh.org ..................435.9830
Bruce E. Duke, District 4
Bruce.Duke@ketteringoh.org .....................299.2259
Mark Schwieterman, City Manager
Mark.Schwieterman@ketteringoh.org ........296.2412
Steven Bergstresser, Assistant City Manager
Steven.Bergstresser@ketteringoh.org ..........296.2412
Council Office Phone Number: 296.2416
Council Email: KetteringMayorCouncil@ketteringoh.org
Kettering Home Page: www.ketteringoh.org
KETTERING GOVERNMENT CENTER
3600 Shroyer Road, Kettering, OH 45429
(937) 296-2416
www.ketteringsistercities.com

Kettering Sister City 2018 Committee Board Members
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www.ketteringsistercities.com
Layout/Production: Administrative Systems
Newsletter deadlines are March 30 (May issue) and September 30 (November issue).
Name...............................Title.................................................................................................................. Email Address......................................Phone (area code 937)
Albert Fullenkamp............Chairperson.......................................................................................................................... alfullen@aol.com........................................................................293-6263
Mary Lou Meers ...................Vice Chairperson, Kettering, England Subcommittee................................................ meersworld@yahoo.com.............................................................294-7585
Sue Fullenkamp.................Treasurer................................................................................................................................ fullsue@aol.com..........................................................................293-6263
Jackie Lawless.....................Secretary................................................................................................................................ jackie_lawless@hotmail.com.................................................434-6970
Tony Klepacz.......................Council Liaison..................................................................................................................... tony.klepacz@ketteringoh.org..............................................435-9830
Susan Barber.......................................................................................................................................................................... sbarber3@woh.rr.com...............................................................298-6274
Bloom Beloved...................................................................................................................................................................... bloombeloved@gmail.com....................................................567-0536
Janet Bolton........................Chairperson Kettering, England Subcommittee..................................................... janetbolton17@gmail.com.....................................................293-6556
Joyce Conner.......................Historian................................................................................................................................. connerconsult@aol.com..........................................................434-4156
Ed Hatch................................Chairperson, Steyr Subcommittee............................................................................... edward.hatch@gmail.com......................................................298-6124
Lynda Hohnhorst...............Chairperson Annual Meeting, Kettering, England Subcommittee...................... lhohnhorst@yahoo.com...........................................................434-0512
Alex Ignatiou.......................Kettering, England Subcommittee............................................................................... alexis_ignatiou@yahoo.com.........................................513-238-3711
Andrew Rathweg...............Chairperson, Spass Nacht................................................................................................ andrewr@rathweginsurance.com........................................350-7142
Donald Timmer..................................................................................................................................................................... timmer.don@gmail.com..........................................................299-3136
Robin Wittman...................Membership......................................................................................................................... r-wittman@sbcglobal.net........................................................829-7173
Emily Zimmer......................Steyr Subcommittee, Publicity....................................................................................... emilyczimmer@gmail.com.............................................513-478-3385
Rob Zimmer.........................Spass Nacht, Holiday at Home....................................................................................... roblzimmer@yahoo.com..........................................................527-9993
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Spass Nacht 2018
Spass Nacht is Kettering Sister Cities’ major
fundraiser to support our Youth Program,
both allowing visits to Steyr and hosting Steyr
students here in Kettering. Our mission is to
build people-to-people relationships, based
on youth and adult exchange visits, and social
and cultural gatherings with our sister cities
worldwide.
Spass Nacht is held every year on the third
Wednesday of June at Lincoln Park in Kettering.
This year our event was held on Wednesday,
June 20, and was another successful and very
enjoyable evening. Spass Nacht would not be
possible without the wonderful participation
of our members and community volunteers
supporting our cause.

Once again this year, we were entertained by
the very popular Charden Polka Band who
played throughout the evening, even when
we were blessed with a sprinkle of rain. The
bratwurst and sauerkraut were big sellers
along with baked goods to satisfy everyone’s
sweet tooth.

Please mark on your calendars the third
Wednesday of June (June 19, 2019) for next
year. Plan on coming out and enjoying the fun
whether your heritage is Austrian or not. For
this night, we are all Austrian!

Pura Vida—A Sister City Family Adventure to Costa Rica
By Michael Brandt

In July, the Spöcks (Steyr, Austria) and the Brandt
(Kettering, Ohio) families had a fantastic time
traveling together to Costa Rica.
They spent two weeks seeing the sites and
driving from San Jose to Pacific Coast to the
Guyabo Volcano, to Cahuita, and to the Jungle
on Caribbean coast. They enjoyed spectacular
vistas in Dominica, hiking in Park De National
Manuel Antonio seeing sloths and monkeys,
and boating and snorkeling near Caño Island.
The kids loved searching for sloths high in the
treetops, and guarding our possessions from
mischievous capuchin monkeys.

They hiked and toured the Aquiares coffee
plantation. The families zip-lined through
the jungle among sloths, built sand castles
on local beaches, and ate exotic fruits from
the Old Reef Farm.
Above all, they had fun spending and sharing
time together while playing countless
rounds of Quirkle when the weather was
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too wet to explore. The families grew closer
together laughing over cold Imperial beer while
experiencing Costa Rica’s culture and “Pura
Vida”—Pure Life.

Holiday at Home 2018
By Mary Lou Meers

Labor Day weekend and its accompanying
Kettering celebration, Holiday at Home, was an
opportunity for fundraising for our Kettering
Sister Cities program. This fundraising helps us
defray costs for the semiannual Youth Trip to
our Sister City Steyr, Austria. Our youth traveled
to Steyr this past June/July, and you can learn
more about that visit in the Youth Trip article in
this newsletter.
We would be remiss if we did not thank all of our
great Sister City volunteers who came out to help
make this fundraising effort successful. Thanks
to them and thanks to all of you who braved the
heat to support us by buying the water, pretzels
or beer we were providing over the holiday. We
will be at Holiday at Home again next year, so
come out and support your Sister City in helping
to build our people-to-people relationships both
internationally and here at home.

Death of
Mary Malin of
Kettering, England
By Janet Bolton

Celebrating 40 Years of Sister Cities
Relationship with Kettering, England

Mary Malin, a vital part of the Kettering,
England Sister City Association, died
on July 21. She was a former Mayor of
Kettering, who served as a Borough
Councilor for more than 30 years. During
most of those years, she was the liaison for
the Kettering, UK Sister City Committee.

On October 10, Kettering Sister Cities members
gathered at Archer's Tavern in Kettering, Ohio,
for our Pub Night. This annual event celebrates
40 years of friendship with our sister city of
Kettering, England.

Mary leaves behind a daughter, two
grandsons and many friends in Kettering,
Ohio. She and her husband, Phil, visited
our city multiple times and hosted many
of their dear friends in their home. She and
Phil were frequent participants in the Sister
City New York Theater Tour.

By Janet Bolton

Mary, not only was an insightful, wise, and
vibrant Councilor, but invaluable on the
Kettering, England Sister City Committee.
We will miss this very special lady.
Jean Judge, Correne Moran, Dinah Miller

Pub Night Table of Friends

Attendees enjoyed a reception, a meal of fish
and chips or shepherd’s pie and the popular
trivia contest. Each year, Mary Lou Meers creates
trivia questions concerning history or tidbits of
England. This year, we learned that a famous
cereal enjoyed in England is made in Kettering,
England. This healthy cereal is “Weetabix”, which
is sold locally at Trader Joe’s. If you were told
in England that it was “half eleven,” what time
would that be? The answer, as we know it, is
eleven-thirty.
It was a wonderful night of fellowship,
camaraderie and merriment. We had a great
turnout from members who previously served

If you would like to participate or have
ideas to share, we would like to hear from
you! Please contact:
• Kettering City Council Office
at 937-296-2416
• Al Fullenkamp, Chairperson
at 937-293-6263
Dick and Mona Hartmann, Jerry and Irene Busch

on the Board and helped get Sister Cities started
years ago. A big thanks to Lynda Hohnhorst,
Mary Lou Meers and Janet Bolton for organizing
this annual event and making it so enjoyable for
all. Mark your calendar for this event next year in
October to be sure not to miss it.
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• Ed Hatch, Steyr, Austria
		 Subcommittee at 937-298-6124
• Janet Bolton, Kettering, England
Subcommittee at 937-293-6556
www.sistercities.com
Kettering Sister Cities

Kettering Sister Cities Association
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Wine Tasting Social
Celebrating FASCHING*, an Austrian Tradition

Thursday, November 29
7 to 9 p.m. at Polen Farm

5099 Bigger Road • Kettering

Please be our guest as we enjoy samples of Austrian wines and
specialty cheeses. Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available.
7 p.m.		 Welcome
7:30 p.m.		 Wine Tasting
9 p.m.		 Closing
*FASCHING means Carnival in German and begins on the
11th day of the 11th month at the 11th hour and 11th minute
of the year and ends on the day before Lent.
It is celebrated with parades and parties and is a fun time.
You are encouraged to bring a friend who might be interested
in being a member of the Kettering Sister Cities Association.
Those who bring a friend will be eligible for a special gift!

Donations Welcome
Reservations are required and must be received by Thursday, November 15.
Please RSVP to Sue Barber at 298-6274 or email sbarber3@woh.rr.com
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r New Membership

Kettering,
England
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www.ketteringsistercities.com
Kettering Sister Cities

Please mail your tax-deductible payment to:
Kettering Sister Cities Association Membership
Kettering Government Center
3600 Shroyer Rd., Kettering, OH 45429
For more information about Kettering Sister Cities membership, contact:
Robin Wittman, Membership Chairperson
(937) 829-7173 • r-wittman@sbcglobal.net

Gary Busch, Membership Chairperson
(937) 298-9499

For more information about Kettering Sister Cities membership, contact:

Please mail your tax-deductible payment to:
Kettering Sister Cities Association Membership
Kettering Government Center
3600 Shroyer Rd., Kettering, OH 45429

Executive Committee • Kettering, England • Steyr, Austria
Spass Nacht • Youth Exchanges • Membership • Publicity
Newsletter • New York Trip • Technical Exchanges

Program Interests: (Circle all that apply.)

Program Interests: (Circle all that apply.)

Executive Committee • Kettering, England • Steyr, Austria
Spass Nacht • Youth Exchanges • Membership • Publicity
Newsletter • New York Trip • Technical Exchanges

Personal data provided to the Sister Cities Association will not be shared outside the Association.
Initial here if you do NOT wish to be included in the Sister Cities Membership Directory.

Personal data provided to the Sister Cities Association will not be shared outside the Association.
Initial here if you do NOT wish to be included in the Sister Cities Membership Directory.

Family........$15.00 ______
Student.......$5.00 ______

r Contact Data Update

2017 Membership
Renewals & Updates

Membership Levels:
Patron.........$30.00 ______
Individual....$10.00 ______

r Renewal

Steyr,
Austria

Directory Information:
Family Name(s):
First Name(s):
HS / College Student Name(s):
Address:
City:
Zip Code 5:
Zip Plus 4:
Phone (Preferred):
(Alternate):
E-Mail:

Family........$15.00 ______
Student.......$5.00 ______

r Contact Data Update

Kettering,
England

Directory Information:
Family Name(s):
First Name(s):
HS / College Student Name(s):
Address:
City:
Zip Code 5:
Zip Plus 4:
Phone (Preferred):
(Alternate):
E-Mail:

Membership Levels:
Patron.........$30.00 ______
Individual....$10.00 ______

r New Membership

2019 Membership
Renewals & Updates

www.ketteringsistercities.com
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Government Center
3600 Shroyer Road
Kettering, OH 45429

r Renewal

Steyr,
Austria
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